
 

 

The first two weeks of October are Disability History and Awareness Weeks! Did you know that 

one of every five Americans is a person with a disability?  A person may be born with a disability, 

may acquire a disability through an accident or illness, or may acquire a disability simply as a 

part of growing older. Despite the fact that disability is a natural part of life, people with           

disabiliƟes have not always had access to equal opportuniƟes. School‐aged children with         

disabiliƟes did not have a right to a free appropriate public educaƟon unƟl 1975, with the       

passage of the Federal EducaƟon for All Handicapped Children Act (now known as the Individuals 

with DisabiliƟes EducaƟon Act). 

In Hillsborough County Public Schools, we are proud of the accomplishments of our hardworking 
students, teachers, school and district administrators and support staff who support students 
with disabiliƟes each and every day.  Our teachers are true educators and have an                      
acknowledgment, appreciaƟon, and respect of students' differences.  This is what sets us apart. 
Students' diverse intelligences, talents, skills, interests, and backgrounds enrich our schools and 
our lives as teachers and as a community. Together, we can (and do) make a difference. 

On behalf of the Department of ExcepƟonal Student EducaƟon & Student Services, I want to 

take this opportunity to thank you for allowing us to meet the needs of our most valuable     

resources –our students.  As a career‐long special educator, I have seen both the triumphs and 

struggles of small, urban, and very large school districts.  I have quickly seen in my first few 

months of working here in Hillsborough County Public Schools (HCPS) the power of community 

and the impact that parents, teachers, administrators, and support staff have in ensuring our 

children experience more triumphs.  

During the first two weeks in October, we in HCPS are proud to parƟcipate in promoƟng        

disability history, awareness, and the contribuƟons individuals with disabiliƟes have made in 

our schools and communiƟes.  Disability History and Awareness Weeks will also allow us to 

recognize and celebrate those who have played a key role in advocaƟng, influencing, and      

promoƟng the rights of individuals with disabiliƟes across our naƟon.  I am proud to be an    

acƟve parƟcipant in this important iniƟaƟve. 



 

 

Video Links: 

 Person First Language  hƩps://youtu.be/obbwb1bJ5io  

 Florida DOE:  hƩp://www.fldoe.org/academics/excepƟonal‐student‐edu/parent‐info/disability‐history‐
awareness.stml 

 Florida Developmental DisabiliƟes Council (Resources for middle/high):  PublicaƟons ‐ FDDC  

Trainings:  Click HERE to access informaƟon on trainings and other resources in our district 

Here are some ideas for your class and school to bring awareness to this 

important event: 

1. Hang banners at your school and/or use the school marquee to recognize Disa‐
bility History and Awareness Weeks. 

2. Allow students to design posters, fliers, and/or buƩons related to Disability His‐
tory and Awareness. Post student‐designed posters and fliers in your school. 

3. Use school and district websites to promote disability history and awareness 
weeks. 

4. Include biographical informaƟon on famous people with disabiliƟes in morning 
announcements. 

5. Recognize the achievement of local and other people with disabiliƟes all year—
focus on their abiliƟes and achievements through the district website, newsleƩers, 
morning announcements, etc. 

6. Involve parents and other members of the com‐
munity in planning and implemenƟng acƟviƟes at 
the district and school level. 

7.  Encourage student councils/student govern‐
ment in planning and implemenƟng acƟviƟes in 
your school. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=obbwb1bJ5io
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/parent-info/disability-history-awareness.stml
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/parent-info/disability-history-awareness.stml
https://hillsborough.sharepoint.com/sites/F-D-L-R-S/


 

 


