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The first two weeks of October are Disability History and Awareness Weeks! Did you know that
one of every five Americans is a person with a disability? A person may be born with a disability,
may acquire a disability through an accident or illness, or may acquire a disability simply as a
part of growing older. Despite the fact that disability is a natural part of life, people with
disabilities have not always had access to equal opportunities. School-aged children with
disabilities did not have a right to a free appropriate public education until 1975, with the
passage of the Federal Education for All Handicapped Children Act (now known as the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act).

In Hillsborough County Public Schools, we are proud of the accomplishments of our hardworking
students, teachers, school and district administrators and support staff who support students
with disabilities each and every day. Our teachers are true educators and have an
acknowledgment, appreciation, and respect of students' differences. This is what sets us apart.
Students' diverse intelligences, talents, skills, interests, and backgrounds enrich our schools and
our lives as teachers and as a community. Together, we can (and do) make a difference.

A word from Dr. Antoine Hickman, Execut

On behalf of the Department of Exceptional Student Education & Student Services, | want to
take this opportunity to thank you for allowing us to meet the needs of our most valuable
resources —our students. As a career-long special educator, | have seen both the triumphs and
struggles of small, urban, and very large school districts. | have quickly seen in my first few
months of working here in Hillsborough County Public Schools (HCPS) the power of community
and the impact that parents, teachers, administrators, and support staff have in ensuring our
children experience more triumphs.

During the first two weeks in October, we in HCPS are proud to participate in promoting
disability history, awareness, and the contributions individuals with disabilities have made in
our schools and communities. Disability History and Awareness Weeks will also allow us to
recognize and celebrate those who have played a key role in advocating, influencing, and
promoting the rights of individuals with disabilities across our nation. | am proud to be an
active participant in this important initiative.
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Here are some ideas for your class and school to bring awareness to this
important event:

1. Hang banners at your school and/or use the school marquee to recognize Disa-
bility History and Awareness Weeks.

2. Allow students to design posters, fliers, and/or buttons related to Disability His-
tory and Awareness. Post student-designed posters and fliers in your school.

3. Use school and district websites to promote disability history and awareness
weeks.

4. Include biographical information on famous people with disabilities in morning
announcements.

5. Recognize the achievement of local and other people with disabilities all year—
focus on their abilities and achievements through the district website, newsletters,
morning announcements, etc.

6. Involve parents and other members of the com-
munity in planning and implementing activities at
the district and school level.

7. Encourage student councils/student govern-
ment in planning and implementing activities in

Resources

Video Links:

Person First Language https://youtu.be/obbwb1b]5io

Florida DOE: http://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/parent-info/disability-history-
awareness.stml

Florida Developmental Disabilities Council (Resources for middle/high): Publications - FDDC

Trainings: Click HERE to access information on trainings and other resources in our district


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=obbwb1bJ5io
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/parent-info/disability-history-awareness.stml
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/parent-info/disability-history-awareness.stml
https://hillsborough.sharepoint.com/sites/F-D-L-R-S/
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Elorida’s Inclusion Story for Students with Disabjllitie

Florida’s Inclusion Story for Students with Disabilities

| Least Restrictive Environment

] Florida became the first state in the

1915-1940: Students with disabilities
access to instruction. *

1975 : Students with disabilities are
in the least restrictive environment. *
2007: Students with disabilities are

access to the general curriculum. *

are not required to attend school or have

required to attend school and be educated

required to both attend school and have

nation to require self-determination
instruction for students with
disabilities. ' Florida’s Part B State
Performance Plan is required by
IDEA re-authorization (publicly

Final regulations for No Child Left Behind (NCLB)
published emphasizing inclusion *; K-20 educational
performance accountability system created in Florida to
align with IDEA *; first Best Practices for Inclusive Education
(BPIE) published as a result of state legislation; Federal
Higher Education Opportunity Act amended to create new
post-secondary programs and expand Pell grant and other
need-based aids for students with Intellectual Disabilities. ®

available and with improvement
plans). *

The Education for All
Handicapped

Children Act is passed,
providing a free and ap-
propriate public
education, individualized

education plans, due
process hearings, and

education in the least
restrictive environment.

1997

The US. Supreme Court made a
landmark decision in the Endrew E.
case that Individual Educational Plans
must be reasonably calculated for a
child to make progress in light of their
circumstances. *

The Federal Every Student Succeeds Act
(ESSA) was signed. It established challenging
academic standards in reading, math and
science for ALL students, with supports
starting in the general education setting, and
focused on closing achievement gaps, thus
assuring access to a quality public education
resulting in college or career-ready skills. 7

Florida lawmakers enact §1003.57(1)(a), Florida Statutes (ES.), which
defined inclusion. The Florida Inclusion Network (FIN) revised the
BPIE 1.0 assessment instrument and related processes in response to

Special legislative session in Florida resulted
in educational program mandates including a
requirement that all students receive 13

1

the recent legislation requiring “each district and school to complete a
BPIE assessment every three years!
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Regular Class Placement

b Florida regular class

consecutive years of instruction, beginning with
kindergarten. ' y The first revision of the Individuals
1975 with Disabilities Act (IDEA) which
l continued to require schools to educate
Children with mental children in the least resltrictive
and physical = environment possible.

handicaps exempted
from the new
compulsory
attendance law in

Florida. ' ket

Florida school districts permitted to
serve students who were identified as
“physically handicapped” or “educable
mentally retarded”

March 2021

From 1999 until 2019: A more than 25 percent increase in students with disabilities being
served in regular education settings (80% or more of their day with non-disabled peers).

National regular class




